Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 19th October, 2009 at 3 p.m. in Council Chamber, County Hall, 

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. Michael O’ Brien. 

Present:
Cllrs. M.H. Cavanagh, M. Fitzpatrick, C. Connery, P. Crowley, 

M. Shortall, J. Brennan, F. Doherty, S. Treacy, A.McGuinness, 

P. O’ Neill, P. Dunphy, T. Maher, C. Long, M .Doran, A.M. Irish, 

J. Coonan, M. Brett, E. Aylward, P. Millea, 

M. Noonan, T. Breathnach, P. Cuddihy, A. Phelan., B. Manning. 

Apologies:

Cllr. W. Ireland.  

Also Present:
J. Crockett County Manager, P. O’ Neill, J. Mulholland, T. Walsh and J. McCormack Directors of Services, J. Dempsey Head of Finance. Cormican Chief Fire Officer, A.M. Walsh and M. Arthurs Senior Executive Officers, S. Walton & B. Mernagh Senior Engineers, 

M. Newport Senior Social Worker and A. Waldron Meetings Administrator. 

Before commencement of the meeting 2 presentations were made to the members:- 

A presentation was made on behalf of Rothe House Trust Ltd by Mr. Joe Ledwidge Chairman of Rothe House Trust Ltd with David Culliton Director of Rothe House Trust Ltd and Roisin McQuillian Manager of Rothe House and Gardens in attendance. 

The presentation gave details regarding the work being done by Rothe House Trust in addition to giving details of the tourist numbers who visit the house and gardens. They gave details of the ongoing Rothe House Renaissance Project. 

A further presentation was made by Una Parsons Chief Executive of Crafts Council of Ireland. The presentation detailed the history of the Crafts Council, the service provided and the importance of crafts to the Irish economy. The presentation particularly emphasised the importance of crafts to the economy in Kilkenny and the opportunities that promotion of the crafts industry towards enhancing the role of Kilkenny as a centre of excellence and as a boost to the local economy. 

Following completion of these two presentations the Cathaoirleach thanked both presenters and stated Kilkenny County Council’s continued support to both these worthy projects. He also directed both the Rothe House Trust and the Crafts Council to the relevant Strategic Policy Committee No. 5 for Arts, Culture and Heritage. On behalf of the executive the County Manager added his support to the sentiments expressed by the Chairman. 

Before commencement of the meeting the Cathaoirleach noted two sad events which had taken place over the last few days, the death of Cllr. Billy Ireland’s brother Richard and that of former County Councillor Leslie Rothwell of Inistioge. 

All members contributing expressed their sympathy to the Ireland and Rothwell families. Members who had served with former Cllr. Rothwell spoke of his abilities as a Councillor during his period of office and his ongoing contribution to his local community as a community activist. 

Joining with the contributions made, the Cathaoirleach expressed his sympathy to the Ireland family and to the family of former Cllr. Rothwell with whom he had served on New Ross Harbour Commissioner for a period of 14 years. 

On behalf of the executive the County Manager expressed the sympathy of management and staff to the Ireland and Rothwell’s families. 

Contributions: - Cllrs. M. H. Cavanagh, S. Treacy, M. Shortall, T. Maher and P. Crowley. 

The Cathaoirleach noted the provision in Standing Orders to adjourn the meeting to another date but stated that with the agreement of the whips and abiding with the wishes of the families concerned, the meeting should proceed on this date.
It was proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. S. Treacy “That as a mark of the respect to the families of the late Richard Ireland and Leslie Rothwell that this meeting would adjourn for a period of 30 minutes”. 

Upon recommencement of the meeting a vote of sympathy was extended to the following:- 

· Tom & Irene Purcell, Ballyhenebry, Owning, Piltown on the death of their son Enda. 

· Marie Kenneally, Ballynooney, Mullinavat on the death of her father Tony Foskin. 

· Michael J. Brennan, Yellow Road, Castlecomer, on the death of his brother Sean Brennan. 

· Angela Brennan, Chatsworth, Clogh, Castlecomer, on the death of her mother Elizabeth Dowd. 

· Martin Taylor, New Road, Moneenroe, Castlecomer, on the death of his wife Patricia Taylor. 

· Criena O’ Neill, Ballinabolla, Maddoxtown, on the death of her husband Liam O’ Neill. 

· Stella Forristal & Family, Kilmurry, Slieverue, on the death of her husband Paddy Forristal. 

· Jim Walsh, Treenaree, Slieverue, on the death of his brother John Walsh. 

· John Ryan, Glenmore Village, Glenmore, on the death of his mother Alice Ryan. 

· Kevin Foley, Rahora, Tullogher on the death of his sister Kitty Foley. 

In accordance with custom the Cathaoirleach noted the following events which had taken place since the last ordinary meeting of Kilkenny County Council:- 

In sport

· Congratulations to Michael “Duxie” Walsh who won the Masters Singles and was one half of the winning Masters Doubles team at the World Handball Championships held in Portland, Oregon

· At the same event Ciaran Neary was one half of the team that won the Men’s C doubles World Title

· Congratulations to Brian Maher from Conahy, representing Kilkenny City Harriers who won the Dublin Half Marathon

· Congratulations to Glenmore on winning the County Senior Football title.

·  Congratulations and ongoing best wishes to Brian Cody on the launch of his very successful autobiography.

· Well done to the Kilkenny Senior Hurling team who had the honour of being invited to meet President McAleese in Aras an Uachtarain. This is a very rare privilege.

· Congratulations to St Lactains Freshford and Blacks and Whites Skeoghvosteen who won the Intermediate and Junior County Hurling Titles respectively

He wished all the best to those involved in the Savour Kilkenny Festival and the All Ireland Conker Festival to be held over the October Long Weekend

He wished every success to the 2 projects from Kilkenny County and City Councils that have been shortlisted by Chambers Ireland in their prestigious Excellence in Local Government Awards to take place next week

-The Watershed and

-the Kilkenny Sudanese Resettlement Programme.

A vote of congratulations was also passed to Cllr. Eamon Aylward on the birth of his son. 

1.     Confirmation of Minutes - Dearbhú Miontuairiscí:
(a)     Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 21st September,

2009.

 Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-

“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on

Monday 21st September, 2009 copy of which had been circulated to each

member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

It was agreed that the minutes of the September meeting would be amended to include the contribution made by Cllr. Pat O’ Neill regarding concern expressed in respect of the motorway height at the overpass at Ballyreddin, Bennettsbridge. 

(b)
Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th September, 2009. Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- “That the minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th September, 2009 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

A discussion took place regarding the status of notices of motions from Area Committees to outside bodies.
(c)
Minutes of Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 21st September, 2009. Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:- “That the minutes of Ballyragget Electoral Area held on 21st September, 2009 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and hereby adopted” 

It was requested by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh and agreed that the minute be amended to reflect her contribution regarding monies for footpath and repairs, amending same from Castlecomer to include the entire electoral area of Ballyragget. 

(d)
Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 21st September, 2009 Proposed by Cllr   S. Treacy , Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That the minutes of the Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 21st September, 2009 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

 (e)
 Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 23rd of September, 2009 Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. P. Crowley and resolved:- “That the minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 23rd of September copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

2.     
Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council. - Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachtaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó Rúin an Chomhairle.       
Housing & Other Disposal - Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile
(a) Housing Disposal – Tithíocht Díuscairt
Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- “ That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in Site No. 4 at Kilkenny Road, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny to Edward Delaney & Josephine Delaney in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  

(b) Other Disposal - Díuscairt Eile
(i) Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in land at Rockshire Road, Ferrybank, Waterford to Waterford City Council in accordance with the details contained in the Notice served under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”.  

(ii) Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in land at ‘Glendhu’, Waterford Road, Kilkenny to Robert & Karen Delaney in accordance with the details contained in the Notice served under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”.  

(iii) Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in land at Glashare, Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny to William Delaney in accordance with the details contained in the Notice served under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”.   

(c) Housing – Tithíocht
Kilkenny Local Authorities Quarterly Housing Report – 30th September. Due to time constraints it was not possible to present this quarterly bulletin. 

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Shortall, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved: - “That a Special Meeting of Kilkenny County Council be called to discuss this adjourned item in more detail”. 

Following agreement by the relevant SPC Chair Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick and discussions amongst the party whips it was agreed that this adjourned item would form the basis of a special meeting to be held on Friday 23rd of October at 2.00p.m. 

Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh raised the issue of the requirement under the 2001 VEC Act for the appointment by the local authority of four members after consultation with the persons elected by the local authorities, parents and members of staff of the committee from among persons nominated by such bodies. It was agreed because of the timetable involved that any such meeting would have to take place from around the middle of November with the likely hood being that this meeting would be incorporated with another meeting of the County Council which would be held around this time. 

With regard to upcoming meetings Cllr. M. Noonan confirmed to the meeting that the Minister for the Environment would be in Kilkenny on the 9th of November. It was agreed that a time for this meeting would be finalised. 

(d) Finances - Airgeadas 

John Dempsey Head of Finance clarified the purpose of this provisional  overdraft funding. Following this clarification it was proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. C. Connery “That Kilkenny County Council approves the provision of overdraft funding to Kilkenny Borough Council, up to a maximum value of €3,000,000 at variable prime interest rate plus 175 basis points, the term of this funding being to the end of December 2010”. 

(e)

Water Services - Seirbhísí Slántaíochta



Assessment of Needs – Water Services Capital Programme – Presentation. 

A detailed presentation on same was given by Philip O’ Neill, Director of Services and Billy Mernagh Senior Engineer Water Services. At the outset Philip O’ Neill outlined to members that under the scheme of capital programme priorities each water services authority is to prepare a prioritised need assessment under 4 headings:- 

· Water Conservation 

· European Court of Justice Judgements 

· Environmental/Public Health Objectives 

· Planning/National Spatial Strategy/Job Creation. 

This programme is to cover the period 2010/2012 and is to give a more focused approach that centres on contracts rather than schemes. 

Following Mr. O’ Neill’s presentation, Billy Mernagh gave a detailed presentation of the needs assessment for each project under the four categories. 

Following that presentation, a further presentation was given by Philip O’ Neill outlining to members the proposals for the Capital Funding Programme and the funding issues that were arising.These were as follows:- 

· The development contributions deficit 

· The question of departmental funding 

· The need for department borrowing/ approval for loans 

· The annual repayment capacity from internal council resources. 

The text of the presentation is as follows

“Having identified the key issues as protection of the Environment and Public Health, it becomes evident that the biggest challenge facing all the relevant parties will be how these urgent measures can be funded.

The total cost of the full schemes identified comes to €218M. Based on current water pricing policy, it is estimated that this would be funded as follows: Department €144M, Local Authority €60M, IDA €14M.

The total cost of the contract and “interim proposals” is estimated to be €82M. Based on current water pricing policy, it is estimated that this would be funded as follows:  Department € 48M, Local Authority €20M, IDA €14M.

From a Local Authority perspective, the only source of our element of such funding is borrowing. Currently Kilkenny County Council has an existing loan of €8.5M, taken out to fund completed Water Services Projects. If Kilkenny County Council was to borrow their element of the funding required for the works outlined in this assessment, it would require additional borrowings of €60M for the full programme or €20M for the essential works programme. This would bring Kilkenny County Council’s total borrowings for Water Services to either €68.5M or €28.5M, depending on the option chosen.

Kilkenny County Council’s only source of finance to fund the repayments on such a loan is development contributions. Because of the dramatic drop off in development, the level of development contributions has equally fallen.

In 2009, it is anticipated that the amount of development contributions available for Water Services will be 0.8M. The repayments on the required loans would be €6.0M/annum or €2.75M/annum, depending on the chosen option. Given that Kilkenny County Council only has 0.8M/annum at its disposal to repay these loans, an alarming funding shortfall of between €2M/annum and €5.2M/annum quickly becomes apparent. 

The above bleak scenario also depends on the Department’s ability to fund their element of the programme, as well as the Councils ability to obtain borrowing approval for the required loans.

This Council, like others, is facing financial difficulties. Both the elected members and the management of the Council consider that the  upgrading of water services is the most urgent issue facing the Council.  The present structure by which capital schemes are financed, is proving unsustainable. 
 In the case of this Council, it is estimated that the Council’s contribution to the full works is €60M and to the interim works €20M. We will generate €0.8M this year from development contributions. Therefore, even in relation to the interim works, the income generated from development levies falls way short of that required to finance capital schemes under the current Water Pricing Policy.

Kilkenny County Council therefore requests that the Department, in the allocations made to the Council, makes good this deficit. This would allow the Council to address the environmental and regulatory issues set out in this Needs Assessment in a meaningful way and in the shortest possible timeframe.”

Following this presentation, the County Manager informed members that in his view all of the projects need to be carried out. However, it is a matter for central government to see how these projects can be funded. He clarified to members that the mention of a package plant which was a common thread throughout Mr. Mernagh’s presentation referred to a methodology to address immediate needs. This would be an initial phase which in time would be incorporated into a larger scheme. He emphasised that the need to bring environmental standards to the required levels is of immediate concern. 

Members contributing expressed concern regarding the uncertainty of central funding, the shortfall in development contributions and a view that projects are having their completion deadlines extended. However, there was general agreement that Kilkenny County Council have no option but to adopt this approach and forward the proposal as presented to the Department of the Environment. 

In response to queries raised, John Dempsey Head of Finance informed the members that the level of funding required to complete this water services programme was the same as initially presented to members in 2007. He outlined the various development contribution schemes previously adopted and the budgetary provisions made when these schemes were agreed by the members. However, even though a conservative approach was taken in late 2007 when preparing the current Development Contribution Scheme, what had not been foreseen when making the last Development Contribution Scheme was the total collapse in development activity which has taken place particularly over the last 12 months .with a subsequent detrimental impact on funding, i.e. development activity in 2009 will probably be 10per cent of that seen in the previous year
Queries were made on individual schemes and replies received on same by Billy Mernagh. 

Following an extensive debate on the presentation it was proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. P. Millea and resolved: - 
“That  Kilkenny County Council, at their meeting of 19/10/2009 hereby adopt this Needs Assessment and agree that it be submitted to the Department. They further request that the Department be asked to fund the “Interim Measures” immediately and that the full schemes identified would be included on the 2010-2012 Water Services Investment Programme.

Kilkenny County Council further resolves that as it is very clear that the current funding arrangements for capital schemes, in the present economic environment, are unsustainable, the Department is therefore requested to make good the funding deficit to the Council, so that environmental and regulatory issues facing the Council can be rectified in the shortest possible time”.

Contributions Cllrs. P. Millea, P. Dunphy, C. Long, J. Brennan, M. Noonan, T. Maher, S. Treacy, T. Breathnach, C. Connery, M. Doran, M. Shortall, P. Cuddihy, E. Aylward and A. Phelan. 

(f) Environment - Comhshaol
Historic Graveyard Grant

Proposed by Cllr. A. Phelan, Seconded by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh and resolved: - “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approve the Historic Graveyard Grants as per report attached and circulated to the members”. 
South East River Basin Management Plan – Presentation deferred. 

(g)
Roads – Bóithre

(i)
Taking in Charge of Estates – 18 Houses at Parkside, Newpark Upper – Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. M. Shortall and resolved: - “That the County Council of the County of Kilkenny in exercise of the powers conferred on them by Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993 and in compliance with Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 hereby declares the roads listed in the Public Notice and listed above to be Public Roads”.  


(ii)
Extinguishment of Public Right of Way under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 – Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh and resolved:-“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the proposal to extinguish the public right of way at the following location LT50151, Tullaroan, Co. Kilkenny. (report attached) 
(h) 
Fire Services 


Report on Major Emergency Exercise – Presentation – Deferred 

(i) Corporate - Gnóthaí Corparáideacha   

Nomination of Community & Voluntary Representatives to Strategic Policy Committees. 


SPC 1 John Burke, Turkstown, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny. 


SPC 2  Paul Corcoran, Ballyfoyle, Co. Kilkenny. 


SPC 3 Sean Fitzpatrick, Ballynamanna Road, Rathmoyle, Kilkenny 


SPC 4 Sean Butler, 46 Friary Walk, Callan, Co. Kilkenny 


SPC 5 Breda McDonald, Ballintleg, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny  

Noted and Agreed. 

3.    
Urgent Correspondence - Comhfhreagras Práinneach

Adrian Waldron reminded members that it was the practice that when correspondence is received from the respective Ministers or Statutory Organisations which in response to notice of motions passed by Kilkenny County Council, these are circulated at the next council meeting. He asked members to ensure that they are aware of those responses and in the event of further queries on same arise it can be raised with himself or through the Cathaoirleach. 

4.     Business adjourned from a previous Meeting - Gnó ar athló ó chruinniú   roimhe  seo:

None 
5.    Fix Dates and Times of Meetings - Dátaí agus Amanta do chruinnithe a shocrú:
  Schedule of meetings from October - December - Noted.  

 Fix date for Meeting of Joint Policing Committee – Adrian Waldron informed the meeting that he had been in contact with the local police representatives and that following these discussions this meeting was likely to take place on the 2nd or 6th of November. 

6.     Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council - Plé ar Thuairiscí agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle: 
(a)  Report on Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th September, 2009 – Deferred 

(b)
Report on Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 21st September, 2009 – Deferred 

(c)
Report on Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 21st September, 2009 – Deferred 

(d)
Report on Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 23rd September, 2009 – Deferred 

        7.
Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the Meeting - 
Gnó Eile romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe   

None 

8.        Education & Training 
Conferences – Request for approval to attend as per circulated list. 
Proposed by Cllr. P. Millea, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan. 

Summary of Proceedings at Conferences have been received from          
	Councillor
	Dateof Conference                   
	    Title of Conference

	Cllr. Cora Long
	24th-26th July
	Sports Conference 

	Cllr. Tom Maher
	7th-9th August 
	Renewable Energy 

	Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh
	14th-16th August
	Protecting our Water 

	Cllr. Pat O’ Neill 
	10th-12th September
	AMAI Annual Conference

	Cllr. Fidelis Doherty
	18th September
	Local Government in Ireland


9.       Matters Arising from Minutes - Gnótha ag éirí as Miontuairiscí

None 

10.      Any Other Business - Aon Ghnó Eile

Cllr. John Coonan requested that the message go out from Kilkenny County Council that individuals and statutory organisations be vigilant around Halloween and cooperate with the emergency services. 

11. Notices of Motion - Fógraí Rúin: 

Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan “That Standing orders be extended for 10 minutes to allow completion of this item. 

20(09) Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh – Letter Mary Coughlan 

Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:- 

“Kilkenny County Council calls on the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment to significantly extend Community Employment Schemes in County Kilkenny to alleviate the hardship of unemployment and as a means of ensuring that essential projects are carried out within communities around the county”. 

22(09) Cllrs. M. Shortall, A. Phelan, M. O’ Brien, M. Fitzpatrick & 

T. Breathnach.  – Letter Brian Lenihan dept of Finance. 

Proposed by Cllr. A. Phelan, Seconded by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh and resolved:- 

“That Kilkenny County Council call on the Government to enact immediately the necessary legislation that would place a moratorium on all mortgage repayments for the next five years and a guarantee that there would be no house re-possessions until the present recession has ended” 

12. Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking support of Kilkenny County Council County   Council - Fógraí i dtaobh Rúin ó Údaráis Áitiúla eile ag lorg tacaíochta ó Chomhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh:

26(09)
 South Tipperary County Council – 22nd September, 2009 

“I call on this Council to write to the Minister for Education and Science expressing opposition to the proposals relating to the re-introduction of third level tuition fees. I strongly urge that each and every member of South Tipperary County Council will fully support the Student Support Bill”. 

Noted 

27(09)
Muinbheag Town Council – 25th September, 2009 

“Muinbheag Town Council would urge all Town Councils and County Councils to support the Family Resource Centre Programme in all our areas. The Family Resource Centre Programme delivers a value for money support for families across Ireland. Unfortunately, at times of financial hardship, their services will be needed more than ever. Rather than considering closing or reducing the FRC Programme, it should be developed and expanded”. 

Noted 

28(09)
Galway County Council -1st October, 2009 

“That Galway County Council rejects the Circular letter issued on August 16th 2009 transferring responsibility from the Department of Transport to the National Roads Authority for management of local and regional roads and that sufficient funding be provided under the control of the Council to maintain our roads to a safe condition”

Noted 

29(09)
Carlow County Council – 8th October, 2009. 

“Carlow County Council calls on the Government to support the Family Resource Centre Programme and, in particular, the four Family Resource Centres based in County Carlow. We support the three campaign principles of the Family Resource Centre National Forum, which are: 

1. The Family Resource Centre programme delivers a value-for-money support for families across Ireland. At times of financial hardship, the services of Family Resource Centres will be needed more than ever. Rather than considering closing or reducing the FRC Programme, it should be developed and expanded. 

2. The Family Support Agency is the best vehicle to deliver the Family Resource Centre Programme, and the Agency should be maintained. 

3. If any changes are to be made to the FRC Programme or Family Support Agency, the Family Resource Centre National Forum must be consulted on the way forward. 
Noted 

30(09)
Muinebheag Town Council – 9th October, 2009 

“Muinebheag Town Council call on the Taoiseach and Minister for Social and Family Affairs to publish the National Carers Strategy as committed to in the Social Partnership Agreement – Towards 2016 and in the programme for Government as a matter of principal”. 

Noted 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

